, ¢ | | | Project I. D. Nox 7 
NAME: Tsui tent Shigu’ DATE OF BIRTH: 1902 ‘PLACE OF BIRTH:_ 
Age? (ie DeXs _F- Marital. eeenes W Education: High school. 
- PRE- WAR : 
Date of arrival in U. es 1920 hia 12 M.S._PLB, Port of entiyi ‘San. Erar 
Occupation/s: 1.Bookkeeper (hus® ee ee 


Place of residences 1.San Francisco 2. ete ee Oe 
Religious affiliation: | he ae a | 


Community onesies eatioue activities: 


EVACUATION: — 


Name of assembly eres —Tanforan 
Name of relocation center: 


i: 
Dispensation of property: Lert with ielgnds ae Names of bank/s t. | 


Jobs held in camp: 1. Block manager Kitchen he lper 
Jobs held outside of camp: 


_ Left camp to go to: Denver, Colorado Colorado | 
POST-WAR: 


Date returned to West Coast: 1946 £ 
‘Address/es 1. “fos Angeles 2 San Francisco 
3. 


- Religious affiliation: Christian church | | 
. Activities: 1,President of Benevolence Riau. (nuspend) fe o 4 
a ae perqenea! date, peace and ‘age at time | of death: Husband died '70 in S died 1m ins. F _ 


Name of interviewers, Takarabe | | pave 2/13/27 Place San “Francisco | 
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I was born in a small village in Wakayama Prefecture. 


Please tell me your name first. 


My name is Shimr'tsujisaka. 

Where were you born? 

When were you born? - 

I was born on april 28, 1902. I will be 75 years old in April. . 


You are young for an Issei, aren't you? 


T° alee | : 
I don't think I am young. I am about the middle among the ladies | 


about: | 
in Fujin-Kai. Among a20 members of our. Fujin-Kai, | about one third 


is around 80 years old. 
remember | | 
What do you .-° *: about your family in Wakayama? 


1 was the only girl in my family, and I had 3 brothers. As we lived ; 


in the village there was no high school, so T attended a high school - 


4 
‘ 
Z 


from my grandmother” s house in town. There I started going to Sunday’ 


School once. in a while and learned about God. | 


What city was it? 


It. was a town in Wakayama Prefecture called Tanabe. It is a city now) 


f, 
: 


Were you baptized in Japan? a ~*~ s. **, . 


No. My Ereooouier and aunts were dsvout Christians, and an neeeoen’ 


missionary lived next door, 80 I learned about Christ. As I had 
| [ 


school I did not attend. Sunday School every Sunday. As a matter of 


fact, Rev. Michio Ito was the pastor of that church. | | 
| : : | 
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school. 
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: My parents belonged to. ‘the ‘Zen! sect, but my grandmother, aunt and 


“uncle in town were all Christians. 7 eo 
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 peaka SO he was well-educated for being in a country tillage. He 


He had a general store which sold sake, shoyu, clothing and ns 


Was your. father a strict person? 


tT was the only daughter, so I think he spoilt 1 Me. 


What kind of a Man was your father? 


He was a merchant. 

What kind of business was: he in? 

thing. The. family had. been in the business for generations, but. 

my father failed in business, and. by the ‘time I went to. high school 
the a was. in, . poverty. 

But. he could still afford to sana you to a high school, couldn’ t Bo 


Now I. am very thankful that my mother worked hard to send me to 


Was your father a Buddhist? 


Yes, he. was. Most people in that area belonged: to iva thea beete. 


Yes, but he was a good father. 


Howe. about your mother? 


She was a | good mother. ‘Father graduated from a commercial school in | 


Raices srheace sare 
Mee ee REN ON ee ab 


used to serve as _a village master and president of. youth onganiaation| 


Q: What kind of recollections do you; have about your grammar school . days? 


As When T was in grammar school I liked to sing, and I used to eine at 


literary exercises. As it was a small village, two grades were in | 
the same class. I Pemene some teachers who were really nice to me. 


I ‘remember all sorts of things but I don't have anything special to 


talk about now. 


Q: 


: now as in olden days. We also played blindman's buff. As we lived 3 
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What kind of games did you play? 


As We played with balls and. jumped ropes. | Children's" games are same 


in the CounLEy we played on a ary riverbed or in the woods. I have 
never been back to my home village since I left there. It has been 


almost °60 years since I came to America. During that time I went 


‘back to Japan 3 times, but I never had a chance to go back to my > 


old home village where I was born. I went to the town where I 


em 6 ae 


went to high school, but I did not get to go wack to where I was born; 


Did you like school? 


Yes, farely well, My school grade was not too good but not too bad. 


ate 


oe 


Do you remember about your teachers? | 


There were good teachers. 


Were chate strict teachers? 


I don’ t remember any. strict teachers. - Memories of my teachers are 


dear to me. 


TI Nene wate a ance tec mpi neat batons oe ote mtn Ran senna it Ot ee a ee me mptemeeeecene, 


Did your father like to read books? 


Yes, he did... 


Were there many books in your house? 
I left home early so I don’t remember, but there was a hymnal. 


When I left home he told me to take the hymnal, so I brought it 


with me. It was a very old hymnal. I wish I had kept it, but I 


lost it after I came here. 
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Did you learn about Sontoku Ninomiya at school? 


Yes, I did. My mother did not have much education but she was a 


good mother. 


Was she a gentle person? | 
Yes, she was. Although she was married to a merchant, she did not 


like to work in the store -too much. 


Who tended the store? 


We had salesclerks. 


\ 


Did your father speculate in stocks’ and lose money? 


I think so, but I don't remember well. I think the reason the family 


gradually became poor was because he was cajoled into doing such 


thing as he knew nothing of the world. 


Where did you attend high school at? 


In a town called Tanabe. It was about 5 ri from where I was born. 


Q: 
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How old were you then? 


I was 13 years then. I went to high school in town after I graduated 


from 6th grade of grammar school. 


Did you stay at the school? 


I stayed at my grandmother's house. My aunt lived at my grandmother" Ss] 


and went to high school. with her. When I left for America I was 
a ob oe 2 : of my 
living in the village where I was born. | ‘In those days one brothers 


was. still in grammar school, and one was in high school. 


Were you the oldest? : 


Yes, I was. 


How was the high school? © 

3 9a any | | : 
In those days hardly , girls from the village attended high school. 
That is why I am mais I attended the high school. for 4 years. 
In those days wien princes come to visit our school I was: selected 


to serve tea. I am still proud about that. 


Q: Was that the Emperor? 


A: He was an Imperial prince. 


Qs: What was fun at the high school? 


A: I must. have been a tomboy. I was a tennis player. In those days - 


only ; : | SO : 
the sports were tanale or running. Later volley ‘ball became popular. 


ia was not too good at study, but I used to attend the Prefectural 


athletic meet representing my school. 
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Have you ever won a championship? 
It was a relay race, so the whole team of ten had to win. Sorry” 


to say we came in second. 


Did you have a boy friend when you were in high school? 


No, never. 


Were there anybody who had a supyetend®: 


No, there wasn’t.- It was a girls’ high school in the country, 50 | 


| they were very strict. In those days we wore pleated skirts with 


, a white line at. the bottom which symbolized sincerity. We were 


told to wear them all the time. 
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What do you mean by that? 


Usually skirts do not have white lines, but when one becomes a 


student of our school she sews a white line on the bottom of her 


skirt which is the mark of our sshool. It symbolizes sincerity, 


and when we wear the skirt aur minds become sincere, so we were. 


told to wear them all the time. 


Do you have any other recollection of your high school days? 


I remember going on school excursions to Osaka or. Kyoto spending _ 


| 3.0r 4-nights. ‘When we were first and second graders we went to. 


“near-by places. Third graders usually went to: Koya-san. in Wakayama 


Prefecture. When we became 4th graders we went to Osaka, Nara or 


Kyoto for about 5 days. AS we were unsophisticated country he... 


“ae enjoyed those trips very much. 


ee 


At 
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Did: any incident occur while you were in school? . 
No, there was no trouble and everything went smoothly. From the » 
day I entered school to the day I graduated everything went 


smoothly, and I wished I could stay in school longer. 


Have you ever been scolded by teachers? 


I Gone remember being scolded. “There were teachers rT liked and 


- those ae did not like. 


_ 
A: 
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Were there men teachers, also? 


Besides sewing and music teachers all were men teachers. — 


What kind of subject did you like at school? 


I liked calligraphy, but I was no ‘good at. drawing. I don't know 
why but I liked geography, maybe because T liked the upeenens | 
Besides that there wasn't. Any subject I particularly liked. 


Do yo" remember any incident that. enEenes in your town or Meaeaee 


| when you were young? 


As 
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I think there was rice riot in those days. 


Do you remember about it? 
I remember that my parents were afraid we might be attacked first 


as our family was an old family in the village, put nothing like 


that happened in our village. — 


Q: 
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It happened at other places, didn't it? 
Yes, we read in the paper that it happened in cities, So’ we were 
afraid it might happen in the country, too, but it didn't. 
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Was there any big fire, earthquake or tsuname? | 
No, there wasn't. While I was in high school I went home. only 


during the Spring, summer and winter bia neha I heard that: our 


house was purgularized a couple of times during that time. 


‘Was that your aunt's church that you attended? 


It was_ a Christian church ny aunts attended. © It is still enema 


Were your aunt: and. uncle #igat generation Christians? 


Yes, they were. The other day I read the history of the uxen in 


Tanabe City and found out that my grandfather' s brother was baptized 
around 1885. I was ‘surprised to find out that there was a Christian | 


in my family. SO. ene AZO. 


Then he was the first Christian in your family, wasn't he? 


/I think so. I think my aunt was influenced by him. 


What did you do after you graduated from high school? 


Although we were poor my mother told me I should recieve a training 


to be a bride. T aa an aunt who was a widow with 2 children. she 


was teaching sewing, so I went to her house and learned sewing» 


Then one day someone from my home came and told me that a teacher 


at a grade school in the. village died suddenly, so they wanted me | 
to help them for a while. in those. days teachers were short, so I 


oe a substitute thacher and taught second grade. The first — 


graders: were difficult to teach but the second graders were easier. 


I didn't know how joyful it was to teach. I enjoyed it very much 


- When I stoood on the platform I could see what each child was doing. | 


Qs 


Children called me , "Sensei, Sensei!" ‘and they were very sweet. 
I went there to help temporarily. In be meantime I had to come 


to America, ‘SO I quit the school after about 6 months. 


How did it come about that you came to America? 


As My family and Tsujisaka's family. were distant relations. My hus-_ 


| band's father came to Japan looking for a ‘pride a0 his son. When 


he talked. to my father, he agreed that if his son comes ‘and says 


se: brent he will give his daughter to a Bin In ‘those ays there = 


was picture marriage, and for some reason LT had to come here as a 


Q: 
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picture bride. 


Did you meet his father? 


Yes, I did. 


Did your husband come back to Japan? | 
No, he didn't. My father said he would not give her daughter away 
like a PUPPY» but Tsujisaka could not come for some reason, SO me 


came here with his father. 


Q: Did you see his picture? 


As Yes, I did. | 


Q: How did you feel when you saw his picture? 


As 


I was not even 18 yezrs old so I was not mature. I am surprised I 


came all the way to America. At that time I did not have much. 


feeling, but when I was about to come I did not want to come and 


tried to get out of it. I think it was God's will that I came. 
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Your father didn't want to give you away» didn’ t he? 


No, as I was the only daughter, but as my husband- to-be was a 


relative and not a total stranger he decided to give me away 


‘pid you have a wedding | in Japan? 


No, we had one after I came —e We had our wedding at the Pine 


Methodist Church as my husband was a member of that church. 


What did you do after you decided to come here? — 


At that time. a person under 18 years old could not get a passport, 


but my father-in-law went eprouen due process and got me a passport 


so I seu come here. As it was right before picture marriage was | 
prohibited many y picture brides wanted to go abroad but there was 


not enough passage, so they picked passengers by lottery and 1 


won the passage. 
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Where did the ship leave from? 


From Kobe. My father came to Osaka from Wakayama is me. AS we. 


had a ‘telative in Osaka ze stayed there ‘until 1 got on board the | 


ship. Father could not ‘Stay there too long so he went back. home. 


That was in 1920. 


Weren't you “onaiy ier your father ‘left? 


Yes, of course ‘I was. The relative in Osaka was Mery ‘kind 6. me 


so I stayed there for nites x 


How long did you stay there? About a month? | 


I think so. When I left Kobe this relative was the only one who saw 


Qs 


| ‘A: 


me off, and I was very sad. Looking at the roofs from the window: 


of the immigrants" hotel I wondered when I’ could come back. 


Did you think you. would come back in 3 years? 


Of cours, everybody said sé, and so did I. I said to my father, 


"You said you would not give me away if the husband-to-be did not 
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come to pick me up. Since he could not do that, please let me 


‘come home in 2 to 3 years." Father said, a | will let both. of you 


come back tonethers There was no ae making such a promise. 


What was the name of the ship? 


It was Siberia Maru. I was lonely when I left, but as there were | 


my age 
many picture brides, on board the atmosphere was “very cheerful. 


What kind of thing did you talk..about?. 


As we were picture brides and have: not met our husbands, it was 


as if we were dreaming. Dr. Kiyasu'’s wife was on the same ship. 


Sometimes £ talk about those days with ee Kiyasu, but T don't | 


know where the. rest oF the people went $6 


What sort of thing did you talk about? 


in a few years. 


Did everybody have eee 


Yes, but there were some who had anxiety. =e wa G About half the 


people ee hopes, and about half had anxiety. 


I don't remember but everybody had intention of going ‘back to Japan, 
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You had high school education, but how about other brides? 


In those days: most women had high school education. 


Were there. -anybody who came on the country. and did not have education! 


There ent have been | some, but most people around me had high school 


education. ‘Many husbands did not have much education. in Japan, so . 


gome women who. had education were not satisfied. 


‘What was ‘the age difference between you and ‘your - husband? | 


He. was, 11 years older net. Es At first it was but I. got 


used to Lt. 


Q: 
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Did anything unusual happen on board the ship? | 
Nothing unusual happened, I came here with my father-in-law and my 


sister-in-law who also was a picture bride. My father-in-law brought 


with him 7 cauanese spaniels and 3 or 4 birds. He was a busmness: 


As 


minded man So he must have thought that he would make money if he 


many 


brought those things to America. He became known as a man / with AdOgs « | 


Did you come as second class passengers? © 


No; we came as third oe passengers as we had no choice. My 
father-in-law stayed in Japan for about 3 years, While he was in 
Haven he lost. everything he had. taken from here so Japan. He took 
3 cars to Japan with him ang pur them in a. garage. - Before he bought 
insurance for the cars the garage had a fire and all. 3 cars were 
burnt. Thinking. back, I ‘think he did not send for his son because 


_ anxious » 
he was wixtbus.to do something. His heart became. bad and died | 


3 weeks atier ne: came back here. 
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: Do you remember anytling else about the voyage? 


A: I don't remember much. 


Qs How were the meails? 
Ag They were not good in those days. “Some people suffered. seasick but 
. separate, 
I ‘did not get seasick at evi. In those days men and women were in, 
cowpartments. On stormy days my . fatheevtasiaw came ‘to see how I 
was doing. When he saw me in full vigor. he was surprised and said, 

a ‘\ arrived | 
"You are strong!". I ::nc here in. good health. When we arrived here 
we were taken to the Immigration Office on Angel Island. It happened 

| to. be 4th of July and the office was closed for 2 days sO we bg 


on the island for a week. 


Q: How was it on the Angel Island? 

put inside | —_ 

«AS We were am the wired fence, SO I wonder, why they do such cruel thing. , 
Men and women were separated, so father-in- law was in different place. 

IT was with my sister-in-law who was much older than T,so I relied on 

her. I ate oatmeal for the first time at the Immigration office. I 


thought it was like oat porridge in Japan. 


Q: Were there also Chinese in the Immigration Office? 


‘A: No, ee Japanese. In. those days Mrs. Teragawa came to help. the 


picture Beided who could niet speak English. ‘I don' it know whether 
7 she: warked for the Immigration Office or she was a volunteer, but 


‘whe came to the Angel Island often - and helped the brides. 


Q: How were the bath and toilet? | 


As We were used to washing ourselves outside the bathtub, but Mrs. 


Terazawa told us that in America we do not pour water outside the 


tub so we had to be careful not to do so. Yet some poeple still 
poured water outside the bathtub and flooded ‘the floor. AS we had 


never seen puleeede before we. were surprised. "Many young women 


gathered in one room and sang and made merry. 


Could you visit other rooms? 


As Yes, just between women's rooms. Some rooms had many women but. © 


fortunately there were only 4 women in my room. We gathered in 


a room and talked about Eee ae were going. I Bare I was going | 


to San Francisco, and some people said they were going ue somewhere 
in the country. © As everyone went to different places: we wondered 


when we could meet again. 


Q: Where did the brides meet their hysbands? 
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the only one who had the visitor. 


As Nobody came to meet their wives at the Immigration Office. I 


think that was not allowed. A erence old lady who could speak 


Japanese wea came to see me at the Pan ereueen Office. I was 


How did you. feel won you met Mr. Tsujisaka? 


Tsujisaka and his younger sister who. was about 9 years old: then 


came to meet me at the ferry. When the ferry arrived from the 


: Angel Island I could recognize him at once as t had seen his.o 


picture and I knew he had a Sister. Father had left. Angel Island | 


2 or 3 days earlier, but his sister and I were left till the last. 


Q: 
A: 


soiiepses 


in the ferry. My father-3 in-law had a white suit on. He had heart — 


trouble SO . was worried about him. 


Was that your father-in-law? 


Yes, he was. He got in bed as ‘soon as ies came home and was under 


| the doctor® S ; care. He died in about 3 weeks,” I think he felt 
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releived after bringing his daughter and me to. ‘America. 


How did you feel when you saw your husband for. the first time? 
I Just realized that this is the man who is going to be my husband. 
I was not. disappointed. I dons remember how I felt then, but I 


don’t think I was impressed. because I am cool-headed. 


Didn't you think he was a reliable and handsome man? 


Yes, he was quite.a: handsome man. | 


Weren't there. many. women who did not want to get married because | 


their husbands were too old? 


Yes, IT. heard later that there were such cases. In those days I. 


heard many stories that the husbands- to-be wrote only ‘about good. 
things and when the brides came they found out that it was not 


that good. I knewhow it was so I did not give any thoughts. 


What did you think when you went to toilét on Angel Island?_ 
I don't remember. I came to America expecting that everything 


will be different. | 


= © heard on the dais that an old man in white suit had fatien—dewn | 


Q: 


As 
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What did you do after you'left Angel Island? 


We came here. Tsujisaka was living on Webséer Street near Haight. 


Were Japanese living there? | | 

Not too many Japanese lived there. He had prepared fer a wedding 
as soon as P apeived: but father-in-law was ill. Nevertheless - 
we had to have a wedding, so we had a. double weddings: with the 
sister-in-law | her husband at Pine Methodist Church. I think 


‘the pastor at that time was Rev. Utsuda. T was “not baptized vers 


put my husband was baptized at Christ United Presbyterian chureh 


and was attending the Pine Methodist Church. After: we had the 


: wedding there we had been attending the church once ina eMnETS 
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but gradually we Beater away from the church. 


What was your husband's. profession? 
He was emproyed by a food company. He was getting pretty good 
salary, so figuring it into Japanese money I was surprised that 


a company employee make 50 much. mongy 


What did you do? 
I did not work but I attended an English school behind the Buddhist 


Church. As. many Japanese brides came over in those days there were 


many places that taught i Socal ei to oes the ee Bank - 


who lived in our neighborhood asked me if I would like to work at. 


the bank as. there was an opening, so I worked there.. In the mean- 


time I became pregnant so I quit the job. 


je 2. 
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About how long did you work at the bank? 
I think I worked for about half a year. 


What was your impression of America when you came here? 


T went to. school. by streetcar or by walking. When I attended eh 


‘school in Japan we wore kimono and geta (wooden clogs), and wore 


shoes only for athletic class. I had never worn a dress and shoes 


before, so at night time r used to practise wiking by wearing a 
to get dressed 
dress and sauee: It took me a | long time after I got up in the 


| morning to-get-dressed. In those days we wore a corset, so it 


took a long time to put that and stockings and dress on before 


I went to kitchen for breakfast.: iExbecame homesick, so when I heard 
that a ship arrived from Japan I waited by the door around the time. 
the mail was delivered. Although there were young people here, 


they had different ideas so I was lonesome. It wasn't goo long | 


after I graduated from high school so I still felt like a high a 


school eren but there wasn't anybody to talk to, so I was lonely. 


a contain became used to it. 


_ My mother-in-law was wery kind to me. When my father. said 
he did not want to give me away as I was too young and did not | 


know anything, I was told that my mother-in-law was. here and would - 


teach me everything so I did not have to WORRY. about anything. 


That is aie my mother-in-law took good care of me. 


Qs 
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What was your first impression of America? 


I don't have any recollection. 


How did you feel when you saw ‘the white people and the bidek people 


I saw the black people for the first time. As we aid not live in 


" Japantown my sister-in-law’s friends were all whites and she ‘did. 


not have any Japanese friends.. When I wanted Japanese things my 


sister-in-law went shopping for me. | 


& 
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How old was your sister-in-law? 


She was 9 years old. “My husband was the oldest and he was around 


30 when I came here. After father-in-law died my husband raised | 


her like a father. As I came to America in Kimono my sister-in-law's 


friend wanted to wear it. I put kimono on her and she went to market 


with my sister-in-law in it. 


What did you have most trouble in when you first came here? 


A: When I wanted Japanese cosmetics we lived too far from Japantown 


sol asked my sister-in-law to get them for me. My husband was a 


kind man but he did not ngs small things. 

| My sister-in-law was very close tO. my husband, so when I cane. 
here she was jealous of me. When my husband and i: were walking 
together . she would come between US ». put I shoves nothing of it. 

I was not used to walking. with a man :in Japan, so 1 felt embara~ 


ssed walking alone with my husband. - 


Q: Did you come here in 1920? 


A: Yes, I did. 


Q: When was the baby born? . 
As In October of the following year. | 


Qs Did you stay home since then? — | | 

As Yes, I did. He died when he was 9 years old. 

Q:Wiat did she die of? — oO 

As .He died of children's dysentry.. When the baby bacame a little 
older T had a friend take care of him and I started going back to 
English school and learned sewing, too. Then the next child was 


born so I had to quit the school. 


Q: How many children did you have?. 
: - ae besides =. ~~ who 
As Two daughters were born .° : the one, died. 


Q: Was one baby born after the first .one died? | | | | 
At She was’ born before the first one died. In 1929 I went back to | | 


Japan with that daughter. While I was gone the son whom I had 


a 


Pra 
g 


left with the grandmother died. After I came back another daughter 


was born. 


p 


‘Didn't you regret it? 


As. Yes, because 1 wasn't with him. 


Q: What did the grandmother say? 


Q: 
Az 


At She said, "Shizu, I am too ashamed of. myself to see you." 
I felt sorry for her, too. In those days we nea a small store, 


and. she took care of my son Yuguru while tending the store. He 


was in the 2nd or 3rd grade. AS he was the first grandson she 


loved him very much. — 


Did he die of children’ Ss ian 


Yes. He had food. poison from a hotdog 1 he bough in a store mean 


Nowadays the Health Department is very strict, sa.that, kind of 


i thing would not epee but in’ ‘those days I don* Ge know if the 7 


Q: 


As 


Qs: 
As 


a 


store had passed the inspection of the Health Peper omen or not 


but the neTgee he bought and ate for ‘lunch was bad. 


Did your husband worked for a food company for a long time? 
That company went bakrupt in less than ten years, so he worked 


for a trading firm. He worked there until the war broke out. 


How was the Depression time?. 


He was not working then so we were hard up. 


Did you find it hard to make a living? : 


We barely made a living. 


| Q:Didn* t you have any savings? 


AS 


We did not have Bavanees SO we picked up a scanty Livelihood. 


the school. - 


ww 


At 


Qs 
As 


Q: 
| A: 


2/ 


Qt How did you make a living if he did not have a job? 


We had a small store then. But gradually the business went down, 


so he quit the business and started eee at a trading firm. 


Before I came here he eeataated froma business eel tere: SO. ne 


worked as ees until _ ited 


Could he speak English well, then? | 

Yes, he could. In. Japan he quit high school sant Gamenore, But 3 
he worked his way through college here, so he was well-educated © 
for a Japanese in those days. ‘Depression period was the hardest 


Were there any Japanese who could not make a living in those days? 


The city distributed food to the poor, but most Japanese were too 


proud to receive them. I saw a couble of families inthe neighbor- 


hood who received help. 


Did you have any difficult or interesting experience between the | 


time you came to America ad the Depression period? 


‘When I first came here I could not adjust myself to the American | 


| lifestyle, So Awanted my children to be educated in Japan. But 


before I could do that, the children Bnew up. The saddest time — 


was when I lost my son. 


+ yee 


Q: Did you receive the news of your son*s death in Japan? 


A: No, I didn't. I received a letter telling me to come home as my 
“gon: was ill, so I hurried home. When the ship arrived here a man 
who came aboard gaid, “oh, you came home. You didn't Jnow that 
your son died?" At that ‘time I found out for the first time that | 

my son did. He looked as if he was sorry he said something he should 


not have said. 


as a surprised? 


A: Yes. . If was 50 days aeree he” aia that we came basics That was the 


saddest BEPCELENCE: 


(Qs How long did you stay in ae 
Az About half a year. . In those days 1 was not foaine wet so I thought 
I would go back to Japan to take care of my health as my mother was 
still well. After ae came back here the second daughter was born, 
put my oarue ee not too bad.. | | 
aid 
Q: Besides that, everything - “0° smoothly 2 


As Yes. People say Isseis had a hard new but as my mother-in-law 


was good to me I did not Salen difficulties. | 


Q: Did you find it difficult to make a Riving ee the Depression? 
Az No. My nether ‘told me that even in America when we get Boor? we 


do not pave Tmoney to buy bread, but I did not have ‘such experience. 


Q: Were. you financially better off after your hysband started working 


for. a trading firm? 


Not especially zood,. but average. Since I came to America we were 


wee too poor or not too rich. We had an averace family life. 


niet my husband started working for the trading firm I did some 


work at home. When T first came here eubroidery was popular, SO. 


I did some embroidery at home. After my husband started wee 


Qs 
‘As 


at the trading firm 4 sewed some eiuenee for foreigners. Before — 


write to | 
to avapan saying, % ‘When I do domestic work by hourly wages here 


I feel ashamed and sad." 


What did they say? 


Nothing. People in Japan do not understand such thing, but many 


Isseis were doing that. 


Q: 
: Ae 


Qs 


. 


At 


Did you understand Inglish well then? 


No, not too well. My friend found:me a job and showed me what do 
do. Fortunately, 1 worked in good eae and they aia not.let 
me quit the job. 


Did you work hard? 


Yes, I did. 


How you ever made any mistake as you did not understand English? 


No, a haven't. - The work was not hard. If I could understand 3 


English better I could have got a better nie I did that kind oe 


a work before and after the war. 


the war started I did some domestic work for a long time. I used 


Qs 
A: 


Were the people in San Francisco not too kind to Japanese? 


My husband told me that before I came here he was given bad times, 


but after I came here I have never been put>toé shame or was given. 


hard times because I am a Japanese « 


Q: 


Was your husband given hard times? — 


I heard he was. He told me that once. he was surrounded oy the. 


white people. He happened. to have. an umbrella so he. defended. him- 


7 when 
self with it. Another time, he was: chased by the Whites he went 


between two White women who were walking. Theywere good ladies 


| So they protected him. I heard such stories after I came here. 


© 


I think Japanese were looked down upon in those idays. 


Boers the war the relationship between Japan and America became 


hea: didn' t ate 


Yes, there was such a periogs Letters beset on coming fon Japan 


telling me to go back. I was taking things easy and thought there 


- won't be a war. ~ 


' in-law was married so I had to take care of my mother-in-law. When 


the war broke out my husband took care of his mother and his uncle. 


‘Didn't you have any ineiticn of going a to Japan oe the 


third child was born? 


Tt wanted to if. I could, but financially it was difficult. My -sister- 


eo 


Q: 


A: 


hs 


How did you feel when Pearl Harbor was attacked? 


: I was surprised. Many Americans came to see Japantown. I knew the e 


atmosbhhere was bad but I didn*t think the war would break out. 


Did the Americans throw stones? | | 
No, they didn't do such thing, They just came to Japantown by cars © 
and looked around. — We didn't feel. good. In those days rumors went 


around so we felt uneasy. I think all the Japanese felt that: ways 


Q: What did you think will become of Japanese? _ 


‘Q: 
As 


I did not have the least idea. My Sister-in-law's husband was an 
American so he trustedthe Americans and told us that we could 
leave our belongings with the owner of the house. We didn't | 
trust him as we thought we didn't know what wotlanapeers We 


did not have any idea what our future would be. 


Did you think you could be killed? | 
We did not anticipate such thing. We were told that we would be 


thrown in camps in the desert, so we felt uneasy and didn't think 


we could come back. 


2 


‘What did you do. with your belongings? 


the 


: We stored them at a friend's house, the landlord's house and MIRA . 


warehouse. We sold rest of the stuff dirt-cheap, such as piano for 


$5. We-were going to donate them to the Morning Star School but 
they wanted us to deliver them, so we sold them to the junk man. 
I PRCT ee my sewing machine in WRA warehouse. When we went to 


benver after the war we asked WRA to send our furniture to ue 


and they did. 


Qs: What had become of your furnitures you stored at your friend's house? 


«AR They were all weEee but among the things we stored at the landlord's 


as 


A: 


Q: 


house good things were gone. 


Which assembly center did you g0 ta? 


We went to Tanforan.first. We stayed there for a while and then. 


we went to Topaz. 


How did you go to Tanforan? 


They took us there. _ 


Where did you 1 gather? 


As We gathered at the Y.M.C. A. My piston ln tay was married seat: was- 


Q: 
As 


children were 


living in Los Angeles then. As her chitd-was small we called her 


here before the standstill order was issued so that we could go to 


the camp together. We went to Tanforan and from there we went to 


“Topaz. Then the government encouraged us to £0 outside the camp. 


At that time my husband's health was getting bad Peeauee of food 


SO we went to Denver. 


How did you feel. when you entered ‘Panforan?: | 
It was a terrible place. Tsujisaka* s nephew had eore to ‘Tanforan = 
ahead of us’ and saved good quarters for us. There were my husband 


and I ad ra children ’ mother-in-law and uncle altogether 6 of us — 
there were 


in our family. ‘Then, my sister-in-law and her. husband. and 2 anivaren 


so we lived in 2 quarters. My husband had a big responsilility. 


2) 


How did you feel when you entered Tanforan? 


: I wondered what kind of life we were going to have in the future? — 


How was it at mealtime? 


People had to stand in a long line. As I said before, our nephew 


— got us quarters newr the main floor. 50 we were the first ones to 


‘“ 
| OAS 


A: 


be served, When there were entertainments people had to come from 


far away , but we were right phere so it was good. We learned 


English when we had time. 


How long did you stay at Fanforan? 


We were there for about 5 months. 


How was the food? 


Of course it was not tasty. 


What kind of trouble did you have? 


It was children's school as my two daughters were in grade school. 


One lady whom i worked for was very sympathetic. she 2one me if 


I need anything to let her know. ‘When I wrote and. told her what 


‘+. wanted she Pe one and brought them to the CAMP) paone the 


| Americans I worked for, one lady called me the aes after ‘thie Pearl 


Harbor and told me that a did not have to work for her any oe 


There were some families I worked until I could not go any more 


because of the standstill order. Those were the peple who | aia 


the shopping for me. 


Qs. 


A: 


Q: 
As 


What was the ratio of people who were kind and who were not? 


Was it ‘about half and half? 


Only one person told. me that I did not have to go to sore, the rest 


of them were Beg and sympathetic to me saying that it was not our 


fault. 


How was the laundrf? 


The laundry room was close by. It was like Japanese housewives' 


gossips. People got together there and gossipped and complained 


about food and other things. 


As many people were crowded in a small place ware there any trouble? 
Yes, there were. There was no trouble in Tanforan, but after we 
moved to Topaz, sheets and other clothes hanging on the clothelines 


were stolen My sister-in-law who is a Nisei used to say, "I heard 


that Japanese were the most homest ‘people. Then why do our sheets 


disappear?" I remember she was diaappointed as aire had pride in 


Japanese. 


Were there any rumors about sex problems? 
might ne : 
I don't know if there was any or not.. There: ~ have been some 


but I. didn' t hear anor Pore 


Did you work at the assembly center? 


No, lL didn't. 


Q: What about your husband? 


A: He worked at the canteen. 


How long did you stay at Topaz? 


' oF 


We stayed there only 7 or 8 months. We left there quite early. 


> 


When we first went to Ponee my husband worked as a block manager. 
In those days there was shortage. of supply, so people asked the: 
block manager = get this and that, and my husband had to walk a | 
long way to the supply room. to get then. All ie block managers | 


went here to ae the wee, SO | if he asked for brooms they gave 


him only one —— Then the people of the block shouted at. him 
saying, “What are ‘we going to do with only one broom?" As I could 

3 my husband | 

. not bear to see that I kept on asking htm to quae the job of block 
manager. Mr. Hoshino who. lived across the hall from us used to say, 
" Don't say sucha thing, Mr. Tsujisaka. The people of the block 
need-him so we would like for him to continue for a while." He 
stayed on the job for a wate but famally someone sine took over 

the job, and he worked at the Co-Op as a, DEOKKSEDER, . There are many a 
recollections of ‘the camp days, ‘put we had a hard time then. People. 
complained a lot in the camp, but ghenewd ‘came home and read about - 
the experience of people who repatriated from Manchuria and other 
places, I think we Wee pebcencort and more protected even though 


we were enemy aliens. 


QQ: What kind of complaints were there? 
At They complained about food. I iomeee as a waitress at a mess hall - 
some 
for $16 a month, but ,people accused us for getting special privelege. 


When many people gather ney show the ugliness of their minds- 


Q: What knnd of difficulties did you have? | ad | 


At 


It was food. Even. outside the camp some food was rationed. As we 


| wer two old people in our family it was hard. My husband went to. 


Denver tocsee how it: was. and decided to leave the camp. Tsujisaka's 


brother's family were in Tule Lake. Some families in Tule Lake went _ 


back to Japan and the rest of them were put in different camps. We 


made arrangement that my husband's brother's family move into our 


Q: 


quarter, and. leaving our uncle there we moved to Denver taking my 


‘mother-in-law with us. 


There was a problem about loyalty. What did you do then? 


A: We didn't have a son wo we were not worried, but I felt sorry for 


the parents of draft age boys as they did not know what to answer. 


My husband answered saying, “There is no use resisting America, so 


‘we should obey. America." V Kibei Nisei had eyes on us as a. family 


loyal to America, and when we left the camp they said bad things 


about us. At that time the head of the camp was encouraging us to _ 


leave the camp, so the Kibeis accused us for cooperating with the 


Bovernment's policy. 


Didn't the Kibeis have eys on your husband as he was a leader? 


/ I don't think so. The leaders were interned oe we were put — 


in camp, but my husband was not interned. He was not a leader. 


> Oo 


What did you enjoy in camp? 


When we Lived outside we had to worry about wnat to have for. dinner, 


but in camp we did not have oo worry about that, So we were carefree. = 
ih: Aisce days IT did not think I could talk about the days in camp ‘and | 
laugh about it as we did not: know.what would become of us in the. 


future. 


.: : 


Did you decide to go to Denver because of your husband's health? 


“He: was not feeling well. In those days the food was the wordt in 


the camp and they served ony liver and shark nae I heard that 


the food was improved after we left. the a open there was the 


‘problem of education. As our oldest daughter was of high school 


age we decided to leave the camp. Tgujisaka. was an enemy alien but 


his sister and her husband were American citizens, so they went to. 


Denver tometer, and as 3 they found a house. we decided to leave the 


camp. 


Qs. 


ie 


_, Did the two families peeve the camp? 


Yes, two families lived in a big: house together. 


Q: Was iti troublesome for you. to cook after getting used to having 


; food cooked in the camp? 


No, it wasn't. “th those days sugar and meat was rationed. We. 


could speak only Japanese but my sister-in-law and herhusand were 


Nisei SO they spoke English. I worked at the ne room of the — 


Children’ S Hospital in Denver. One aay while my husband was walking 


down the street looking for a job he noticed the name ofa company: 


with which he had traded while he was working at a trading firm. 


Q: 
A: 


: About 2 and a.half years. 


When he went inside and asked if there was any job, they hired him 


as a stock clerk. — Japanese had never been hired in that neighbor- 


hood but. this Jew hired him enen. though he was an ememy alien. As 


he started working they were surprised that Japanese work so hard, 


SO people in the neighborhood started hiring Japanese. “My husband. 


worked chard until we moved back to California. 


: About how many years did you stay there? 


Did you come back to California after the war ended. 


Yes, after the war ended. | 


: How tong after the war ended that you come back to California? 


We could met come back to California inns after the war. ended. 


Me stayed in Denver aati we could come back to California. 


My husband worked at the Ruby Sales Company. 


What kind of. thing did they sell? 


: It was an import business. They were not trading with Japan in 


those days. so I don't know what they were selling, but it seems 


they had orders from the. camp in Topaz and Florida. I could not 


speak English well, but in those days there was shortage of workers 


so I worked in the dinning room of a hospital. It snowed much in 
Denver. I had to get Be at 6 O'clock to sxe) to work in one foot of | 
snow but I did not feel it woo hard. I iiet uae ws had to do 


that because of war. Besides my sister-in-law's family, Tsujisaka's = 


other brother's family was living in Denver. Also his nephew who 


a 


; %, 


went to poorOrae HEEOne uS aS a volunteer was living in Denver. 


There were many. relatives living in Denver, so on Sundays they 


Q: 


used to get together at our house... This nephew joined the service 


while he was in Denver and had been in military until: he retired 


as a colonel last year or so. 


Do you have any recollection of your days in Denver? 


A: We Lived in Denver for two and a half years but I Liked that city. 


> 2 


Q: 
"he 


Q: 
As 


Did you think Japan would lose the war? 


‘Unlike pan Francisco Lt had four seasons. There were not too many 


Japanese but I liked that city. The war ended when we were in Denver. 


if was very sad then. 


, in the ‘camp | | 
I didn' t. know, but my husband used to say, that Japan would lose the 


war. I told him that he would be beaten up if he said such a. thing. 


in the camp. As I. am a woman and timid I felt uneasy, but I didn't 


| cane one would. be beaten that bad, so I was very. sad. 


Was there a celebration in the city when the war ended? 


I don't remember. | | 


Where did you hear that Japan. lost the war? 
I heard it at home.’ on the radio or something. We said we should © 
mot go downtown that day. When we first went to Denver there were 


some peeple in the neighborhood who had never seen Japanese before. 


AS my sister-in-law' S family had already gone back to Los Angeles 7 | 
my Husband went there to see how soils were. He found out that | 
California was nice so he decided to go back there. He. called me 
a from California telling ‘me to sell the house and move over there. 
He said that if we went back then WRA would move our belongings 
on but later we had to. move them on our own expense. — So L | 
sold the house and moved to Los Angeles. “Our family and ‘Peujieaka* S 
brothers family lived in his sister's as, ‘My mother-in-law | 
had passed away in Denver and we took his uncle with us, so 13 
” people lived together in one big house, but we got along well.- 
Everybody worked except my sister-in-law who had small ee 
so she took care of the household. Eleven. months later the owner 


of the house wanted us to vacate the house as he was coming back © 


from Chicago, So we had to look for houses separately. As we Lived 
in San Francisco before, my husband came peace here looking for a 


place to live. 


Q: How oe did you coe in Los | Angeles? 


As We lived there 11 ‘months. | 


@: What did you do in Los. Angeles? 
As I did sewing using power machine. My husband worked at a trading 
firm. In those days the pay was only $1 an hour wncen was. not too | 
bad. ‘Tsujisaka' Ss brother moved: into a house his wife’ s nother 
owned before the war. My sister-in-law’ S family Looked. ror | 


"another house, SO we were separated. 


Q: 


-Q3 
As 


A: 


Did the white people say something to Japanese when you went to 


Los Angeles? 


No, nothing happened. I heard that. my husband's brother who came 


back first had some unplesant experience. There were some Japanese 


living behind our house. People were good to us. I used to go to 
work on streetcars. I was very short among tall Americans. 
Weren' + you. scared when you came back to California? . 


: It was right after the war ended. The trains were sO evowded that 


many. soldiers were sitting on the floor, but I was not too scared. 


Then you came back to San Francisco? 


Yes, we did. It was February of 1947 that we came back here. 


What dia your husband do? 


He went back to work at the trading firm he worked before until he 


retired. That than he worked with was Mr. George Sakai's father. *| 


Did you have a hard. time looking for a house? 
house | 
It was harder to look for a god than to. look for a job, so he. looked 


for a house first. Before he went back to the trading firm he worked 


beferehe-worked at a Chinese trading firm. But before that: he. looked 


eon a house. An American friend found a room for uS, SO my husband | 


and I and a daughter lived there. The oldest. daughter lived in her 


| white friends’. house. ‘The uncle lived in our nephew's gevernment 


housing, SO we lived - in 3 peparate eae. In the meantime = 


husband looked for a house everyday and finally Found one SO the 


: family was united again. After that he looked for a ae 


Q: Looking back, when was the hardest time in your life? 


At 


on the income from the store only, so my husband found a pone My 


‘i 
A: 


after the war. My brother naa repatriated from Korea and was ins 


_ you love your husband? » 


good that I came here or not. 


3b 
“f ig 


It was the time we were poor and I was not well. Men of old times. 


sald, "There is on harder than poverty". They said Poverty 


it was the hardest 
is worse than “illness, but When poverty and illness. came “together. 


Before I went back to sana I was ‘not well and the business was not 


Pe wale 


Did you manage the store with your mother-in-law? 
Yes, I did. When my ‘father-in-law died aotnereinctiay was lonely, 
so my sister-in-law’ S husband. opened a store for her. Later re 


my husband and his mother . took over the store but could not live 


mother-in-law barely managed the store but when Depression came 


the business failed. That was the hardest peeicd: 
Are you glad you: came to erica 
When I went back to Japan people asked me if I. was glad I went to. 


America. eecatee I was in America I helped my. eeietives a lot 


need. My. husband's relatives were all here, but as he was a end 


man he helped me send many ‘Seried packages - to Japan. “My relatives 


were Hepes much because I was here, but. I don' t know if it was 


As you. had picture marriage and didn? t know your husband ,. éould 


Niseis say they do not marry daiess they love the. partner, | but I 


‘think age will grow if we try. niece yeu cannot get or. at all 


| | are _ ea 
In most cases love grows if you try. |. 7 A f 


: In your case you didn't have affection in the ‘beginning, but it 


gradually grew, didn't it? - 


¥es. It was like that in olden days. The arrangement marriage was 


like that. We thought that was the way it should be. To tell the 


truth, I wap not satisfied with my husband at first as he. was. not 


a Ee acuete of a high Benes is When I asked him some question and 


ihe did not give me a satisfactory answer I felt a eo dissatisfied. 


Q: 
At 


He knew English well as he studied here but when I asked him ques- 


tions about Japanese words senemes I did not get satisfactory 


answer. I think a couple will: #60 dione better? the huchand - 


had more sdvinntine than the wife. However, I was very fortunate 
Becanse he was a very gentle person. When we went back to Japan 


together tiem the war, my husband met my Peinkhees for the first 


time. Everyone told me that I am fortunate to have such a E008: 


husband. 


Did you have any happy experience in America? — 


I didn't have any specially happy experience. 


ed you. just experienced hardship and worked: hard? 


I didn’ t experience moe much hardship nor had especially happy 


experience. I think I had a. normal life. 


Have you ever been scolded by ‘your ‘husband? 


: He is short tempered, sol was scolded often. And yet he was kind... 


Q: 
A: 


What kind of reasons did he scold you? 7 
| | | | man 
He scolded me for a trifling matter. I think that was the way Issei 


showed his discontent to his wife. When he had unpleasant experience 


at his company he took it off on me. When my sister-in-law became 


older he used to tell me that I had spoilt my husband. 


: Were there many single Issei men who gambled? 


Those people did not have families, but my husband's mother was here 


so he did not gamble. Bue he liked to play games. He used to zo ‘to 


neipbhbors! and played Japanese flower cards and gave me trouble. 


Did he give you much trouble? 
In those days there. were many places such as behind a drugstore or 


restaurants where people gathered and: played flower cards. He went 


to such places to play cards and did not come home till 1 or 2. 


O'clock in the morning. There was such a period and he worried me. 


Q: 
A: 


Did he go to Chinese gambling houses? 


No, he didn't go to such places. 


Did he lose big money? — 


-I don't think so. He didn't do anything that might affect the 


finance of the family. I. think he liked to play games. 7 


Did you want your Saeivers to get married in American style? 


Yes, in American style. My oldest daughter was divorced atter 10 


years of egies wah 3 children, and. lives with me now. . 


rd . ee 
ny ae S aK aS 
« : hes a POT os Ja ¢ 


ahek, was the hardest time for me. a was ill then SO I could not | 
take care of my grandchildren wend Then I realized that there, is 
no use worrying t00 much. I should leave everything to God. Since 


then I decided not to worry any more . 


Many Niseis and Sanseis get divorced, but Issei women held out 


“no mavter how hard their Lives were, didn" t they? : 


Yes, we were brought up that once, we leave the home we should not 


ZO back, SO we endured. I told my daughter that i might have been 
hard to ave with her nueband, but it would ‘be. hard being. separated, 
too. She said it would be much better to be separated. At that time 


my husband was still alive, and the youngest grandson was still in 


diaper. “It was in early 60s. Now all 3 children. have grown up. 


‘Do you think they think that way because your children are American 
citizens? | | | | | 


I told her to try to put up with him but I did not force her. T 


suggested her to wait but she told me that. it was no use. 


2 1 think the parent worry about their children. most, don't they! 
; Yes, they worry about the children most. nie had only two children. — 


That year I ‘became ill and had an. operation, so my husband let me : 


&O to Japan to. recuperate. -: had a rood time then. That was in 


Spring. That fall my daughter* S divorce talk started. It was 


1959, and in that year the best thing and the worst thing happened. 


= a yk 
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Qs 


Q: 


* 


Q: Do you know of any Issei who lost money by gambling? 


: I don't know any, 


Were there gambling houses in ‘San Francisco? : 


I heard there were some in olden days. there was Tokyo Club, and 


eas hanced Ahlan were trouble there, but I did not see anything: 


Women did not nave much hobbies, didn' t “they? 


In those days women were busy bringing up children, and _ also had to 


take side business as their: husbands did not make ee money». so 


they aid not have time for hobbies. Most women were like that. 


Did your husband belong to any Japanese eS 
No, he ‘didn' 7” He did not like to. work for groups, so he did not 


work for organization or the society. 


Bud he worked as a block manager at the camp, didn'* t he? 


: Yes, he did. After we came back here he served as the treasurer 


of our church for a while. He was. also a member of Jikei Kai 


(Beneveolence Society) representing our church, and served as the 


treasurer of the society. That was about all the work he did for 
the community organizations. When the. mausoleum was built in. ae 


Japanese cemetery he worked hard, So his name is inseribed on the 


corner of the mausoleum. 


Qs 


“Did he belong to. the Japanese Association and Prefectural Association? 


- At He en had his name as a member. 


Q: 
A: 


ay 
Did youstart attending this church after you came back to San Seictane 
He was baptized in this church before uf came to America, but he was 


attending Pine Methodist Church because his friends were there. rT 


think because he did not have a strong faith. After I came here he 


_ did not attend church much. tT came “oon ae same howme'townl as i 


Rev. Ito, so when. Rev. Ito came. here he pEouen* me to this church | 


and I was baptized at this. church. That was in 1929. ‘That Fall I 


‘went back to Japan. As my mother- in-law was a Buddhist I hesitated 


to come to church. After the war I came back to this aninen and 


now I am glad I was saved. 


Os 
A: 


Q: 


@ 


ag: the wii ecniaren 
Have your children been given hard times ,when ney were going to school! 


They did not say anything like that. 


Children did not go to segregated school in San Francisco, didn't they? 


“Not in those days. As goon as ne children came home from Public 


“school they hurried to nepereee language school. They thought it 


was. their daily routine to do that, but Shey have forgotten gapeneee: 


eee 


Most Issei experienced hardships compared to Nisei and Sansei, didn't 


they’? 


| not - 7 
Yes, financially. We were, ‘given the . same rights as the Americans. 


When I tell my children about the old oye they do not understand. i: 


Qs 


ae 


rd 


Os 
A: 


What kind of stories do you. tell your children? 


I speak Japanese, and —_* speak Engish so I do not talk too much. 


; What kind of ‘thing do you want to tell them? 


After supper they talk about. sports and eines that happened that 
day, but 3 just listen to them. 


Te you have a | chance 0 ioe to them what do you want to tell them? 


BE want to give some advice to my grandchildren because there are 


. some things in their lifestyle that I do not like as an \ Issei, 


but they do not understand my Japanese. 


What do you want to tell the Sansei? 


They have their saventa so I do not. want to say much. 


If they | were your children what, do you want to teach them? 


What about, manners? 


| Their manners are not very good, but I think this is: American style 


so we cannot do anything about it. When hey weee little they used 


to go to Sunday School. I wish they would .go to church. © 


Qt 
A: 


Do you think a is good oe a. person to. experience Aaraenaee 
It may be good, but there is no use telling young Deopee that. 
One of my grandsons does not fate aon care of anything. “He 


wastes paper and throws it: away. | it may be a trifle matter but 


ei think 6 oe should tell him. 


If you had a son: what would you have dene about the draft when “A 


you were in the Sanne 


: We could not do anything but to let him join the service. 


: Were ers many. Issel who refused, to have their sons. going into service 


weren't there? | 


I think so. Some people said they would. exe back to Japan taking a" 


| their sons with them. ‘May be because my husband came to America 


on 


> © 


when he was young. and lived here. a long time, he aaa we should be. 


peves to America. — Yet, when ooh was ‘fighting we did not want 


Japan to be defeated. 


What did your husband say when Japan was defeated? | 


I forgot what he said, but we were all very downhearted. A man who 


worked at a newspaper office in Denver was stding in our house. 


He was in tears. I think most: Issei felt that. t way. 


Did you work in camp? 


Yes, I worked at a mess hall. 


What did you do for hobby? > 


I made artificial flowers. I. liked to arrange flowers. 


“te was the life in camp? 


a ate oe: enjoy it; but I have nore pleasant memories neil bad” 


memories. I thought we ould not help it as we were "enemy. aliens. 


ops 


Q: Did you want to leave the camp as soon as possible? a ae 


: No, I didn't. 


Q: Why didn't yea | 
At t was. scared to go out: to. a siaaties place as my friends were all 
in the Camp. — My nueband told me. to stay in the camp if = felt that 
were _ 
As an Issei : 
Qs What do you want oe teach young people !as-an-Tsset? | 
: Do. you | think it is goed for Sansei and Yonsel to be aware that they 
are Japanese? | | | | | 
‘A: Of course I do. Although they are American citizens their parents 
and. grandparents were Japanese so I want ‘them to know the good 


points of Japanese. 


What do you think are the gzood characteristics of Japanese? 
A: Japanese have strong sense of responsibility. Americans have good 
manner, too, but my children do not have good mannera at home . When | 


owe go out they Bree the car door and let me in. | 


ot 


Don't they say, "Good morning, Grandma" ?. 


At No, they don!t.— 


Q: What about being deligent and. hard working? 


A: They work hard. except the. youngest. - 


Q | 


When did your husband passed away? 


> 


In 1970. 


Q: 
A: 


> 


Q: 


9 
a 


Q: 


Az 


As 


as 


2 


Q: 


‘2 


As 


Qe 


What did he die of? 
I think he died of old age. At first he had «tien stroke. Since 


then he became weaker and finally passed away’. 


How old was he then? 


He was 28 year old. The..family had celebrated his 77th birthday “ 


the year before. — 


Do you ie about the past. before you g0 to sleep? 


I cannot sleep well nowadays. so I think about the old have 
T an: trying not to think about sad things. 


What Kcind of ‘thing do you think about? 


Nothing import, just trifling matters. The other day I read that 


when you cannot sleep at night we should remember the Bible verses. 


Do you think about the loss of. your son? 
No, I don*t think about it nowadays. 


Did you. think about it before? 
Yes, i did. | ‘Before I: go to sleep 1 wonder when I die and | ‘0 to 


Heaven will I be able to meet. my husband and son. | 


What kind of work are “Japanese in San. Francisco engaged ‘in? 


Mostly cleaning business | and domestic work. (Only a few people . 


were in import and export iat aede. 


Did you have difficulties in language? 


Yes, I did. I regret I didn't studv harder. 


As I lived only among Japanese, it was not inconvenient not to. 


| know English, ‘but if I studied more and, associated with Americans 


I think I would have been smarter. 


Q: Didn't you speak English at home? ~ 


| Q ' 
Az 


| A: I speak Japanese and they speak English. 7 


Thep your grandchildren: can understand Japanese, don't they? — 


mt 


srr 
TS 
anaes, 


I used to teach them Japanese ut gradually they quit. studying , 


SO. they don’ . understand Japanese much. Because of language 


difference I cannot ‘be too close with my grandchildren. My 
granddaughter regrets, now that she did not learn Japanese well. 


She says, "Grandma, why didn't you. teach me Japanese more?" 


She wants to learn about Japan now. 


